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Earth Day x 365 at UTB

Activities, music and art show part of celebration set for Wednesday

Michelle N. García
SPANISH EDITOR

Although Earth Day is only marked
once on the calendar, the UT Brownsville
community makes an effort year-round
to help the environment.
“I think the students are not aware
of how much we actually recycle every
year,” said Elizabeth Heise, associate
professor and chair of the Chemistry and
Environmental Sciences Department.
“We recycle a lot.”
Heise directs the recycling program
on campus, which focuses on recycling
plastic bottles, aluminum cans, cardboard
and paper. Brownsville Scrap Paper Inc.
has been the program’s contractor for
more than five years, she said. When the
recycling bins are full, Brownsville Scrap
Paper picks them up.
“When there’s a big spike in activity
we make sure that there are more
opportunities to get [recyclable material]
in the recycling bin,” Heise said. “Movein and move-out day at Casa Bella are
times when the program makes sure
the recycling bins are close by to assure
that the most material possible is being
recycled. While faculty and staff were
moving after UTB and TSC became
separate entities, more recycle bins were
made available as well.”
For the last 10 years, students in Heise’s
conservation of natural resources class
propose ideas that can be implemented
on campus to help the environment. A
group has recently presented a proposal
to UT Rio Grande Valley President Guy
Bailey for water bottle refill stations
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During last year’s Earth Day celebration, UT Brownsville students interacted with a blue and gold
macaw from the Gladys Porter Zoo.

across campus. The recycling bins on
campus were first introduced in her
classroom and the students were able to
implement their idea.
Other ideas include replacing the
current recycling bins with better and
newer ones; bike sharing, which allows
students to rent bikes on campus; and
car sharing, which allows students to rent
a car on campus for their use, whether it
be traveling between campuses or going
out to eat.
UTB has planned an observance of
Earth Day on Wednesday to let students
know how they can help the environment.

Magnolia Grand Ball
election starts today

Michelle N. García
SPANISH EDITOR

Four men are vying for king and four
women for queen of UT Brownsville’s
second and final Magnolia Grand Ball
in an election that starts today and ends
Wednesday.
Part of the Magnolia Grand Ball
includes crowning the royal court--king,
queen, prince, princess, lady, lord, duke
and duchess.
Student organizations nominated
their representatives for the royal court.
Nominees are not required to be a part
of the organization to be nominated.
However, nominees are required to be
enrolled in classes this semester and be

UTB Student
Media captures
17 state awards

in good academic standing. Nomination
forms were due at 5 p.m. last Wednesday
and nominees had to attend a meeting
last Friday.
Nominees may campaign between
today and Wednesday, and during this
time the student body may vote for the
royal court through Blackboard. Only
one vote is allowed per student. After
Wednesday, all campaign material, such
as fliers and chalk drawings, must be
removed from campus. The results will
be announced around 9 p.m. during the
ball.
Nominees
are
Jorge
Ibarra,
representing Beta Rho Omicron;
Alexandra Mariño, representing Sigma
Psi Delta; Eric Quintero, representing
Tau Kappa Epsilon; Jennifer Frausto,
representing Kappa Omega; Xavier
Castañeda
and
Brandi
Beltran,
representing the Student Media Club; and
Luis Alberto Lopez Rivera and Penelope
Rivas, representing the Communication
Council.
The Campus Activities Board and the
Office of Student Engagement will host
the Magnolia Grand Ball from 7 to 11
p.m. Saturday in the Student Union’s
Gran Salón.
“We are looking for whoever wants to
go to our last ball,” Vanessa Sandoval,
student coordinator of student clubs for
the Office of Student Engagement, said
during an interview with The Collegian
April 13. “And we are planning to go big
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The Sustainability Council, the Office of
Student Engagement and the Center for
Civic Engagement will host a number of
activities from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the
Student Union lawn.
“What we are trying to do is actually
pretty much celebrate our planet,”
environmental sciences senior Mariel
Gonzalez said during an interview with
The Collegian. “But also we want to raise
awareness about some of the issues.”
Water quality and the atmosphere are
two examples Gonzalez cited.
Participating in the event will be UTB’s

See EARTH, Page 2

UT Brownsville’s The Collegian
newspaper and UTB Radio garnered
17 awards at the 106th annual Texas
Intercollegiate
Press
Association
Convention held April 9-11 in San
Antonio.
Colleges and universities from across
Texas gathered in the El Tropicano
Riverwalk Hotel in downtown San
Antonio to compete in numerous on-site
contests and attend workshops.
Competition categories included news
writing, editorial writing, television
announcing, feature writing, magazine
design and radio announcing, among
others.
In the live contests, The Collegian
netted two awards. Cartoonist Clarissa
Martinez received second place in
editorial cartoon and photographer
Karina Aguirre earned honorable
mention in radio news writing.
In the previously published and
broadcast category of the competition,

See TIPA, Page 11

Google internships for students
Company’s software engineer delivers insights on programming

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian

Google software engineer Christopher Wren talks to a crowd of more than 160 people about his
experiences making notifications more personable for Android operating system users during his
presentation Tuesday in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.

Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

Nearly 200 UT Brownsville students
sat in awe in the Student Union’s Gran
Salón as Google software engineer
Christopher
Wren
spoke
about
internship opportunities and insights on
the company and the Android framework
team.
On Tuesday, Wren was the inaugural
speaker for STARGATE Talks, a lecture
series created through a partnership
between UTB’s Spacecraft Tracking
and Astronomical Research into Gigahertz Astrophysical Transient Emission
complex, or STARGATE, and United
Brownsville.
Wren told students about various
careers and internships at Google, the
Internet and technology giant.
Among the Summer 2015 internships
available are a software engineer

internship. To apply, go to g.co/
SWEintern. University graduates can
apply to a position at g.co/SWEgrad.
Also, the associate product manager
(APM) internship program. To apply, go
to g.co/APMintern. University graduates
can apply for a position at g.co/APMgrad.
Students interested in other types of
programs can visit google.com/students/
programs.
Wren also told students how he
helped with the creation of the Android
operating system.
He said the goals when creating
the system included human-centered
conversations, providing the right
information, protecting your attention,
empowering users to take action and
providing a delightful experience.
“The main purpose is to keep you in
touch with the people you love,” Wren

See GOOGLE, Page 6

2

The Collegian

Monday, April 20, 2015

magnolia

EARTH

and we are trying to see who is our next
and our final king and queen for [the
ball].”
The dance originated from the
traditional Bougainvillea Ball that
was held every spring semester at UT
Brownsville and Texas Southmost
College.
After the schools ended their
partnership, UTB formed the Magnolia
Ball, also held in the spring semester.
Last year’s theme was Western and this
year’s will be Fiesta. The dress code is
semiformal.
“Not too formal but not too casual,
either,” Sandoval said. “We are telling
people it’s as if you are going to a
quinceañera. You can go in slacks and
a button-down [shirt]; you don’t have to
come in a tuxedo. You don’t have to come
in a prom dress; you can come in a little
dress, for [women]. The only ones who
probably will be over the top are royal
court and they do have a dress code.”
A DJ will provide music and free tacos
will be served during the ball.
Sandoval encourages the entire student
body to attend with the hope of starting
a similar tradition at the University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley next academic
year when UTB and UT Pan American
consolidate.
“The dance is just a free and nice event
for students to come out and relax just
before finals,” she said. “It’s just a time to
come and have fun.”
Admission is free for UTB students
with school ID and $5 for non-UTB
students.
Attendees may park in the Life and
Health Sciences Building parking lot
whether or not they have a permit.
University Police will not issue citations
to anyone parked there during the time
of the ball.
The parking lot at Barnes & Noble is
part of TSC, and attendees may not park
there.

Environmental Sciences Department,
the Sustainability Council, the Office
of Student Engagement and the Center
for Civic Engagement, along with Keep
Brownsville Beautiful, Sea Turtle Inc.,
Children’s Museum of Brownsville,
Healthy Communities of Brownsville,
Brownsville Wellness Coalition and the
Gladys Porter Zoo.
Students are encouraged to join the
festivities with their artwork, instruments
or other talents.
“We really want to focus on showing off
our students and their talents,” Gonzalez
said. “We want to have students play
their instruments or if they have other
sort of talent or if they’re in a band or
have artwork they want to display. We
want it to be very festive and show off
whatever they have, if it is Earth related.”
Depending on the depth of the Fort
Brown Resaca, kayaking may also be
available during the event.
The celebration will also feature live
music and an art show. Anyone interested
is invited to submit artwork made out
of recycled material or a painting or
drawing that depicts what they consider
Earth is to them.
A prize for the art show has not been
determined yet. A small cash prize or
a bag of UTB goodies are among the
possible prizes.
For more information regarding the
show or participation, contact Gonzalez
at mariel.gonzalez105@utb.edu.
Kacey Villafuerte, a member of
the Sustainability Council and an
environmental sciences major, will
display a poster with the results of UTB’s
participation in the recent RecycleMania
contest. It was part of her senior research
project.
Villafuerte
registered
UTB
in
the recycling competition in which
universities from the United States and
Canada participated.
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Established in 2001 as a friendly
competition between Ohio University and
Miami University to increase recycling
on their campuses, RecycleMania is now
conducted annually from Feb. 1 to March
28 to encourage students to recycle.
The 13 categories are divided into four
main divisions: competitive, benchmark,
3R Action Challenge and the Case Study
Competition. UTB participated in the
competitive division in five of eight
categories: Per Capita Classic, Gorilla,
Paper, Corrugated Cardboard and Bottles
and Cans.
Three hundred ninety-four colleges
and universities competed in this
year’s RecycleMania, with final results
announced April 13.
UTB ranked 99 out of 104 in the
Bottles and Cans category, 105 out of 107
in the Paper category, 79 out of 118 in the
Corrugated Cardboard category, 265 out
of 308 in the Gorilla category and 287 out
of 307 in the Per Capita Classic category.
“I’m proud of what we accomplished,”
Villafuerte said. “I know we didn’t place

first or anything, but for our first year,
considering the recycling program we
have now, we did very well.” All the items
recycled had to be donations made by
students; results do not include material
the university recycles.
Villafuerte is scheduled to graduate
in May and is already making plans
to expand RecycleMania on campus.
She is trying to form a recycling club to
raise awareness. The last RecycleMania
event will be held during Wednesday’s
Earth Day activities. She will provide
information about the competition
and see if students are interested in
expanding the recycling program into
UTRGV.
Earth Day is celebrated every
April and “was first launched as an
environmental awareness event in the
United States in 1970,” according to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
website. It is now celebrated as the birth
of the environmental movement, the
website states.
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Editor’s Note: Brownsville voters
will go to the polls on May 9 to select
a mayor and a city commissioner for
District 1, District 2 and At-Large “A.”
Collegian Webcast Editor Oscar Castillo,
Social Media Editor Kaila Contreras
and reporter Monica Gudiño compiled
profiles of each candidate. Today, the
newspaper is featuring all of the city
commissioner candidates. On April 27,
the profiles of the mayoral candidates
will be published. Early voting starts
April 27.

Name: Gerardo Martinez
Age: 37
Hometown: Brownsville
Education: Bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
Occupation: Engineering manager for
Avago Technologies
Family: Married; has one son
Position seeking: At-Large “A”
Why are you running for At Large “A”
commissioner? “I feel I have the ability
to speak with the different communities
within our city because of my background
[living in Brownsville] and I want to help
bridge the gap and try to improve on the
community engagement.”
What experience do you have related
to the position you are seeking?
“I’ve been on different boards with the
city; probably the more well-known is the
Brownsville Community Improvement
Corp. I served at BCIC from 2003-07.
Because BCIC is a separate entity, it uses
city services to function. We would sit
in the same room, we would have the
city secretary, the [city] attorney would
provide the service for that board and we
worked with all the different entities when
making decisions and the money is sales
tax-related, so even though sales taxes
is different from property taxes, you still
have to be very sensitive on what to use the
[money] on. It’s a lot of money; you have to
be conscious that the [money] is from the
community.”
What are the challenges facing the
city and how will you address them?
“I think right now the biggest challenges
are related to getting more people to work,
getting better paying jobs. The second
thing is the university situation. There’s a
lot of discussion about Texas Southmost
College and the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley and how that’s going to
pan out. [Lincoln Park] is kind of tied into
that. I’m not sure if it should or not, or if
it’s mutually exclusive, but I would say it’s
the economy, the jobs. Another big one in
particular for me is the “business friendly,”
it’s what I’m kind of terming it. If you look
at the top 10 cities in the United States that
are considered business-friendly, five of
them are in Texas: Houston, San Antonio,
Austin, Dallas and Fort Worth. And, what
that translates to is that small businesses
will prosper there because they have the
elements they need in order for them to
sustain themselves. One of the things I
want to work on is to help streamline the
business process with the city. When you’re
going to open a business yourself, let’s say
a hair salon or a small engineering firm,
you have to go through the city, you have
to go through the process of getting your
building inspected and do all those things.
The feedback that I’m getting from the
community is that it’s very bureaucratic
and very time consuming. Normally,
when you’re starting a business, you want
the most help you can get. You already

See MARTINEZ, Page 11

POLITICS: At large ‘a’ cITY cOMmISSIONER cANDIDATES

Name: Roberto Uresti
Age:64
Hometown: Brownsville
Education:
Bachelor’s
degrees
in
history and sociology from Pan American
University, now the University of Texas
Pan American
Occupation: Manager of Galaxia Car
Wash; retired Brownsville Independent
School District teacher
Family: Single
Position seeking: At-Large “A”
Why are you running for At Large “A”
commissioner? “Basically, my theme
is ‘A Voice You Can Trust,’ but the city,
in order to function, needs, just like you,
you need to clean your house and that’s
what needs to be done. The house needs
to be cleaned up and it’s already corrupted
within itself and I’m not afraid to say that.
There’s so many errors the [city] has done
for years and years and we can go out to
every department; every department has
faults. One of the things that hurts me
is that many of the [city] employees do
not have a right to express their concerns
or to report things that are going wrong
because they will be fired immediately.
They shouldn’t be afraid of anyone; that is
their job. … My opponents express changes
and things like that, but they haven’t done
a thing. … We have several lawsuits against
Brownsville pending right now, against the
police department and against the City of
Brownsville itself by Port Isabel because we
infringed on their territory, which means
we moved our boundary actually right next
to each other. They have a $3.5 million
lawsuit against the city right now and we’re
negotiating right now. If we lose that, we’re
going to have to go the general fund and
pay that bill. But this is only the start. …
San Benito is going to sue us, Harlingen is
going to sue us. … That’s only the beginning
of the terrible things that’s going to happen
to Brownsville. … A lot of people don’t
know what Brownsville has been doing for
the past, not only this administration, the
past administrations. We can go all the way
back to the Henry Gonzalez administration
and that’s where the ball started rolling for
Brownsville; everything has gone wrong for
Brownsville.”
What experience do you have related
to the position you are seeking? “My
experience is the 25 years of being a public
servant unpaid, going to every public
meeting. I’m the only one. … I gave them so
many good ideas and they refused because
why? If you get an idea from a guy who’s
been complaining, not complaining but has
concerns. … Everything is messed up in
Brownsville.”
What are the challenges facing the
city and how will you address them?
“On the extraterritorial jurisdiction
problem right now, we need to come quickly
to an agreement because we’re paying too
many lawyers. We’re wasting money on
lawyers. We need to come to an agreement
and say, ‘We’ll slowly give it up.’ We have to
because Brownsville cannot even fix itself
and yet we are expanding. … The others
problems, like I said, are we need to look
at our attorneys. … The commissioners are
the ones that are elected, the ones that are
supposed to represent the people’s best
interest not because of what they want to
do.”
Where do you stand on the sale of
Lincoln Park to the University of
Texas System? “If I would have been
elected [in 2013 for the At-Large “B”
position], that issue would have never
come up. I came by and I looked at [UT

See URESTI, Page 11

Name: David Ryan Bellperche
Age: 30
Hometown: San Diego, Calif.
Education: Bachelor’s degree in criminal
justice from the University of Texas at
Brownsville
Occupation: Manager at Guardian
Interlock
Family: Single
Position seeking: At-Large “A”
Why are you running for At Large
“A” commissioner? “I ran before and
learned some of my mistakes in my last
campaign and, also, I was a relatively
unknown candidate. Now I’ve been able to
expand my arms a little bit and meet more
people in the city. After the [previous]
election, I was on board positions: I was on
the Brownsville Beautification Committee
and on the Airport Advisory Board, so I
got a little more knowledge of how our city
boards work and how we can influence the
commissioners to bring up projects that
us as citizens would like to see happen
and I still have this huge idea, melting
pot of ideas in my head that I would love
for Brownsville. I have a picture painted
in my head and that’s how I would like to
see Brownsville as. Being from bigger cities
and being able to travel, I just see how
things are done in different areas, so I kind
of pick a little bit of things that I like from
those areas and I would like to see them
incorporated in Brownsville like a better
public transportation infrastructure. My
other candidates can say they would like to
see more jobs created, better infrastructure,
etc. but they haven’t come up with a plan
about how to do this. I have a lot of plans on
how we can procure the money so we can
actually get these plans started. ”
What experience do you have related
to the position that you are seeking?
“I have a moderate amount of experience
and it goes back to the boards and also
being a former city employee. I left the
boards to be hired on with the city in [the
Traffic Department] and I just felt like I
could do so much more. I love to get my
hands dirty and I love working for the
city because when I was working [there]
I knew that what I was doing is helping
Brownsville out. Being a worker I can only
do so much, where being a manager or city
commissioner I could do that much.”
What are the challenges facing the
city and how will you address them?
“One major challenge is definitely litter.
When you first come into a city, you look
at how the city looks. You don’t want to
see trash piled up in an area. You don’t
want to see bad lighting or bad roads;
you’d like to see a clean, friendly, inviting
environment and I feel that’s one problem
that if we’re trying to bring people from
outside [Brownsville], that’s what we need
to do to help build the city by bringing other
corporations or companies or businesses
down to the Lower [Rio Grande] Valley. We
need to invite them by having a nice, clean,
prosperous city. That’s just one challenge,
there’s so many more that I could talk about.
We just really need to pick up our game as
a city because everybody down here, not
everybody, but most people that even me
or you will talk and they’ll say, ‘McAllen
and Sharyland and Edinburg, they’re
gr0wing and we can see by reports what
they’re doing. They’re building an arena
there to house the basketball team. The Rio
Grande Valley Vipers are going to be moved
from Hidalgo to Edinburg, to a nice venue
there. We don’t really have much to bring
other people here. I’ve spoken to people

See BELLPERCHE, Page 11
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Name: César de León
Age: 28
Hometown: Brownsville
Education:
Bachelor’s
degree
in
economics and doctor of jurisprudence
degree from St. Mary’s University
Occupation: Attorney
Family: Single
Position Seeking: At-Large “A”
Why are you running for At Large
“A” commissioner? “It’s a seat that
was vacated. It’s an open seat so, basically,
I am not trying to knock off any of the
incumbents. Why is that an important
point? Well, because I think there are good
things going for Brownsville; there are
other things where we have to improve.
There are things that are working, things
that aren’t really working. So, really, we
have to focus on the things that aren’t
working because we have had several
successful things. We are bringing SpaceX
but we also have to work on getting more
jobs here. I’m a little disappointed that I
really don’t know what’s going to happen to
UT Brownsville. I really don’t understand
this whole UTRGV, so I really don’t know
how we lost a university. … That is one of
my concerns. Another of my concerns is
that we aren’t creating enough jobs. The
jobs that we are creating aren’t good jobs.
I mean, they are jobs but we have to work
with something called subemployment. We
have a lot of college kids that are graduating
and we don’t have a job for them. So we
have a big brain drain. Everybody has to
go to San Antonio, everybody has to go to
McAllen. You are the future, so I need for
all of you, just like I came back, I want all of
you to stay here because you are the future
of Brownsville. If you keep going to San
Antonio and Houston because we’re not
creating the jobs we need to create, we’re
just going to continue this vicious cycle of
brain drain.”
What experience do you have related
to the position you are seeking? “Well,
believe it or not, really the No. 1 job the city
commission has is approving the budget.
So, first of all, I have a degree in economics
and a lot of my work has to deal with public
finance. Then to have any expertise actually
working in politics: Well, I actually was a
legislative assistant and, basically, I was
the policy guru for a state representative.
I worked two years for the Texas House of
Representatives. … It was my job to read,
analyze and interpret [the bill] and give it
back to them in one paragraph, ‘This is what
it does and this is why we should vote for it’
or ‘No, you should vote against it because
it’s going to harm our district.’ I might seem
young but I do have a lot of experience. I
was also student government president my
senior year at St. Mary’s University.”
What are the challenges facing the
city and how will you address them?
“We have a couple of challenges. One is
job creation. Two, if you look at the [city]
budget, we have a $98 million budget and
one of the big problems we have is that our
property taxes and sales taxes add up to
$30 million each in revenue. Usually, sales
taxes should have a 3-1 ratio to property
taxes. So, basically, we are not generating
enough sales taxes and that has two things.
One, we are not bringing enough business.
If we do not have enough businesses, we do
not have enough money circulating around
for you to spend, for me to spend and for us
to go eat at restaurants and that is one of
the problems I see.”
Where do you stand on the sale of
Lincoln Park to the University of
Texas System? “The thing is, everybody

See DE LEON, Page 11
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Name: Ricardo Longoria Jr.
Age: 41
Hometown: Brownsville
Education: Bachelor’s degree from
Texas A&M University-Kingsville in
interdisciplinary studies
Occupation: Teacher
Family: Married; has a son and
daughter
Position seeking: District 1
Why are you seeking re-election
as District 1 commissioner? “I
have been in office for 12 years. I have
completed many projects throughout the
city and there are still some projects that
I still need to complete. Recently, I just
secured some money for the Southmost
library and I want to continue and finish
that phase of the project. I would like to
be able to once more through drainage,
through streets and secure in that the
library is complete.”
What do you consider your biggest
accomplishments as District 1
commissioner? “In the district,
the library and the drainage. One of
the biggest accomplishments when
I started working was the repaving
of La Posada Drive--all the way from
Esperanza [Road], all the way to La
Plaza [Drive], all the way to the back
and that was something that was 1.3
miles of paving and re-doing, but it was
something that needed to get done and
that’s basically, that’s what I do. I look
after my community. I live within my
community; I have lived there all my
life except for … when I left for college.
I know most of the people by name and
they know me and that’s why I continue
to serve because I am in it to help the
people, not to help myself.”
What are the challenges facing
District 1 and how will you address
them? “The challenges are that city
commission, right now, the votes, it just
depends. It doesn’t matter if you are the
mayor, if you are the commissioner-wherever the votes are and the projects
go, that’s where it’s going to go. We
haven’t addressed streets in three years.
Now that we are up for re-election, some
members of the city commission are
worried about streets because they know
that the people are going to come after
them. I have addressed streets since I
started but, unfortunately, I have been
outvoted and a lot of the votes have
gone towards the mayor’s purchase of
downtown buildings, special projects for
certain commissioners. You know, we
have the cyclobias, the Zumbathons. We
have the Healthy Communities, all those
types of activities, so depending on the
votes within the commission, it’s where
they go and, unfortunately, on some of
the projects I have been outvoted and
the money has been diverted to other
projects. I’ll give you a perfect example:
District 1 and 4 qualify for [Community
Development Block Grant] funding,
which is money that comes from the
federal government to help poor areas
to be, you know, be brought up to par
and that money has been diverted to
the [Brownsville] Museum of Fine Art.
They have been diverted to other pet
projects for commissioners that have
the votes to divert that money and, thus,
the people get neglected. What do you
do when you are outvoted? In politics,
especially in our board, there are seven

POLITICS: District 1 city commissioner candidates
members and they always say if you can
count to four you have control. Doesn’t
matter if you are the mayor, if you are the
commissioner, he or she who can count to
four has control and most unfortunately
for the people of my community, the
people that I currently serve with have
had the control and have had the votes
and they have diverted the money into
their pet projects. That’s why they are
trying to fix streets right now at the last
minute and take credit for it because they
diverted money into other projects and
not taking care of what they need to be
taking care of.”
What are the challenges facing
the city and how will you address
them? “The challenges facing the city
right now is, like always, how do you
maintain a healthy balance. … When you
are a city commissioner, one of your main
objectives and one of your main jobs that
you need to do is you are the steward of
the people’s money and you need to be
responsible to the taxpayers for their
money. In my opinion, money has been
diverted, like I told you, in other projects.
Of course, you want to come in and you
have a vision for where you want to take
the city but you as a citizen will also
know that you need a good street to be
able to get to school, to be able to get to
work, and do you honestly care about the
Stillman House being renovated at the
Linear Park? … I am very proud of the fact
that for the last 12 years I have worked
unselfishly for the people, you know, just
to maintain good streets, just to maintain
drainage, you know, to hold the line on
taxes. People don’t want a tax increase,
you know, but at the same time people
are like, ‘Why can’t we be like McAllen
when McAllen has a higher tax base than
we do.’ You know, McAllen is 70 percent
commercial, 30 percent residential. We
are 70 percent residential, 30 percent
commercial. There is no way you can
compare, so you know the needs are
greater for people within the residential
areas versus the commercial and at the
end of the day, what people don’t want is
higher taxes.”
Where do you stand on the sale of
Lincoln Park to the University of
Texas System? “I voted against on the
sale of Lincoln Park. There are its pros
and cons. Those running against me will
tell you, ‘Oh, he changed his vote at the
last minute’ but, see, what they don’t
understand because they are not in my
position, is that I needed to talk to [then
UT Brownsville President] Juliet García.
I needed to listen to what she had to say
because that’s my job. It’s my job to listen
to both sides and then make the correct
decision. I listened to Dr. Juliet García. I
met with her, with my city manager. We
went over the proposal and it seems like
a wonderful proposal for the 20-year plan
for the university, but at the same time the
university doesn’t elect me. The people do
and the people made it very clear that they
don’t want Lincoln Park relocated. Thus,
my vote was to what the people wanted.
The majority of the people that elect me
into office don’t want Lincoln Park sold,
so I have to abide [by] the votes on the city
commission once again. The votes went
back, the votes were to sell, you know,
there were majority of votes to sell. As of
right now, there’s litigation. The district
attorney has put a cease on the sale.
Where the UT [System] board of regents
is going to go with it is still up in the air,
so what was supposed to be the final sale
didn’t happen. … Right now, it’s like I told
you, once again, people are like, ‘Don’t
sell it, don’t sell it.’ OK, but right now
you have Edinburg and McAllen telling
the UT board of regents, ‘You are fighting
with Brownsville over 20 acres. We will
give you 40 for free. Come over here.’
And, who is it that’s not going to benefit
from them? … You are, the students that
come to the school. They are not going to
benefit from it because they’re going to
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Name: Michael Gonzalez
Age: 29
Hometown: Brownsville
Education: Bachelor’s degree in
communication from the University of
Texas at Brownsville; earned a doctor of
jurisprudence degree from the University
of Missouri School of Law
Occupation: Attorney
Family: Parents: Annie and Carlos
Gonzalez
Position seeking: District 1
Why are you running for District
1 commissioner? “I’ve lived in the
district, barring law school, ironically my
whole life. I’ve spent some time living
on California Road and currently live on
Morningside Road. I’m running because
I feel like I have experience interpreting
law and a vision for the area that is more
than what we’ve had in the last 12 years,
when Rick [Longoria] has been District
1 city commissioner. I feel like it’s time
for a comprehensive assessment of land
use and instead of being bogged down
by the necessities of running a city,
get those done. It’s important to have
streets, to have utilities. It’s important to
have adequate ambulances, security, but
I think it’s time District 1 dreams a little
bigger. There are some big projects, such
as the East Loop, UTRGV, SpaceX. There
are big projects on their way and it’s time
that we think how District 1 can be part
of the City of Brownsville. Why am I
running? Obviously, I think I’m the most
qualified. My experience in law brings
an angle that we haven’t had in District
1 for more than a decade and I grew up
there-- that’s my area, so I want to help
the hardworking people in that area.”
What experience do you have
related to the position you are
seeking? “I have been a lawyer for three
years. Being a lawyer is unique; you have
a fiduciary duty to represent another
person, in the ethics code we have to
zealously advocate for our clients. I chose
to run for District 1 because the skills that
I have as a lawyer coincide with the skills
that are necessary to represent a district.
The main point of a district commissioner
is to advocate for that area of town. As
a lawyer, I have been doing it for my
clients. I think there are ways those skills
translate into a better leadership.”
What are the challenges facing
District 1 and how will you address
them? “The main challenge I would
have if elected would be re-envisioning
the Southmost area and convincing
people that there is potential in land use,
that the people of Southmost have been
forgotten, in my opinion, and it’s time to
reinvigorate their participation in local
politics. Do I think it’s a challenge that we
can meet and succeed on? Absolutely.”
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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Name: Roman Perez
Age: 36
Hometown: Brownsville
Education: Bachelor of arts degree
in history and a master’s degree
in
interdisciplinary
studies
with
concentration in history, government
and sociology from the University of
Texas at Brownsville.
Occupation: Adjunct with Wayland
Baptist University’s Rio Grande Valley
Teaching Site; teaches upper-level
history courses
Family: Wife and daughter
Position seeking: District 1
Why are you running for District 1
commissioner? “I’m running because
our commission has not fully represented
District 1 on the issue of Lincoln Park.
My family and I use that park regularly,
frequently. I’m a coach and dad and a
sponsor of my little girl’s softball team,
the Lady Longhorns, at Lincoln Park and
for two years our league had been given
the runaround and had not been properly
listened to. In fact, our commissioner
voted at least two times in February of
2013 to sell the park. … And, I have to
stand up in favor of Lincoln Park. And,
my little girl told me that I had to run to
help save her park, and I listened to her.”
What experience do you have
related to the position you are
seeking? “I’m highly educated. I
have been active in the community. I
have served as a board member of the
Brownsville Transit Advisory Committee.
I am currently in the position of a member
of the Texas Comptroller’s Advisory
Committee. … I have been active in my
parish community as an extraordinary
minister of the Holy Communion, which
most people call a Eucharist minister,
at Christ the King Catholic Church. I’m
also the young adults minister. … Being
a representative of our community,
I feel I’m highly qualified to be a city
commissioner.”
What are the challenges facing
District 1 and how will you address
them? “There are several different
challenges but, to me, one of the
challenges is inadequate representation.
I firmly support term limits and I feel that
having a commissioner in the position
of district commissioner for longer than
two terms is excessive and, therefore, I
fully support term limits. Although he is
my neighbor, he’s a great guy, he’s a good
person, a good heart, I think being in the
office for 12 years is enough and I think
having a representative that’s constantly
going to be listening to the needs of the
people of District 1, not just his people,
but the entire people of District 1 is
important. And, I think the other issue
is, obviously, Lincoln Park and probably
the third issue is streets and lighting,
mosquito control, having a firm grasp of
the budget of our city and making sure
that our district is highly represented in
the budget because it’s a very dense area
that if you get that if you get more bang
for the buck by concentrating on District
1 because per mile you are affecting
more people because we are so densely
populated, as opposed to the rest of the
city. So, we need to remind people on the
commission and throughout the city that
we can do that and better District 1.
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Name: Jessica Tetreau
Age: 31
Hometown: Brownsville
Education: Attended UTB-TSC
Occupation: Owner of Carwash Plus
Family: Husband and two children
Position
seeking:
District
2
Commissioner
Why are you seeking re-election as
District 2 commissioner? “For the
last four years I have served District 2
and I had a wonderful time, a wonderful
experience. We have accomplished a lot.
I feel like, I mean I’ve heard, that in the
last four years we have made changes
that have never even been in Brownsville,
like SpaceX coming to Brownsville, the
STARGATE project is another one that
we’re heavily involved with. Just a lot
of infrastructure improvements. You
know, a lot of people think, ‘Well, it’s
2015.’ When I went into office there were
still schools that did not have protected
crosswalks, things like that, sidewalks.
There was no safe passage to get to
school and so just by doing those things,
it brings a huge sense of accomplishment
and I hope to continue the work within
the district, just making a difference in
everybody’s lives day to day.”
What do you consider your biggest
accomplishments as District 2
commissioner? “My personal favorite
things that was accomplished was a
park that we worked on, Portway Acres
Park. I’ll never forget, on Election Day,
I sat across holding a sign and I looked
up and I saw these two kids playing
with, I believe, it was like a milk jug or
something, and I realized they don’t
have any amenities in the park. It’s just a
green space and so the day I was elected,
I went in and we found federal funding.
We got about $400,000 and that park
is right across the street from Perkins
[Middle School] and now it has a splash
pad, walking trail, a community garden,
gazebos where children have birthday
parties and there’s a beautiful jungle
gym, basketball court, a dog park and
this was just a green space that had never
been touched. That park had been there
for about 45 years, so things like that,
being able to make a difference in that
way, changing people’s lives by doing
that. I’ve heard from many parents at
Perkins. They come and they thank me.
One mother was even crying, saying that
her child used to go to other children’s
homes and get in trouble after school.
Well, now, he waits there for his mom,
playing in water and he’s safe. He’s in a
good environment. There’re good people
there. We have police officers that patrol.
… I feel like that [project] has personally
hit home the most because I am a parent
and I understand how that was such
a big difference. Another project that
we worked on that meant a lot to me
was SpaceX. We are now with the first
spaceport in Texas. … I believe we are the
world’s first commercial orbital launch
site, which is a huge accomplishment. I
mean, here at UTB, there’re going to be
so many people that have these different
opportunities that you would have had
to left Brownsville for. The tourism,
the economic development. … I’m the
first commissioner ever to sit on the
economic development board, so I see
firsthand the jobs that are already being
created because of this project and the

Politics: District 2 city commissioner candidates
opportunities that are arising with their
presence and it’s just something that
you never could have dreamed of, but it
happened and it’s just one of those very
proud achievements.”
What are the challenges facing
District 2 and how will you address
them? “Some of the challenges that
we have, of course, are infrastructure.
We are growing so fast that there are
parts that it’s just hard to maintain
with everything that’s going on. This
city is growing [by] leaps and bounds.
We continue to annex pieces that used
to be county property. We have schools
going up in county property. I know one,
for example, is Breeden [Elementary
School]. It’s built on county property,
but the city ends quite a bit before so it’s
hard when parents call and complain,
‘Hey, I need a sidewalk. OK, this street
needs to be widened, etc., etc.’ and that’s
a challenge because you have to work
with the county, find the funding and
then figure out how you’re going to do
it.”
What are the challenges facing
the city and how will you address
them? “One of the things that I have
really tried to make a difference in, and
I find that it’s really, really hard, is the
retail development that’s happened in
other cities such as McAllen. We haven’t
really seen it. We do see it growing
here in Brownsville. In District 2 alone,
since I’ve been here, we wrote a letter
to Popeye’s Chicken. They came. We
got a Chick-fil-A. They came. Dunkin’
Donuts, very proud of that. We’ve had a
lot of development as far as that, but I
have seen it grow bigger in other cities.
… We even added a staff member on our
economic development council to reach
out to these retail opportunities. We
hired a company called Retail Coach.
They were supposed to go out and scout
around, but to see some of the responses
that came back from companies was
very, very disheartening. That’s one
thing that I feel hurts Brownsville. We
do have companies that are ready to take
a risk. Hopefully, with SpaceX coming,
I know our airport just got Allegiant Air
directly connected to SpaceX, which is
amazing. To see other cities grow with
retail development--new restaurants,
entertainment development--we are
coming along, but I’d like it to be faster.”
Where do you stand on the sale
of Lincoln Park to the University
of Texas System? “Lincoln Park is
something that’s very, very dear to me
because I am parent and also because I
helped with the rebuild of Portway Acres.
I saw the difference it made in that area.
I am very, very pro education. One of
the things I’m always criticized about is
abstaining when it was originally voted
on. I was for UTB taking the 35 acres that
are not used. It benefits everybody. We’re
pro education. We want UT to build and
be successful in our community. We
want to educate our youth, but when it
came to the Lincoln Park aspect, I never
was really clear on if there was going to
be a financial transfer. We weren’t really
clear on what was going on, and I felt like
at that point it was being rushed and put
together. We didn’t have any answers
and, so, that’s why I abstained at first.
… I am absolutely for the university
growing and flourishing in any way they
can, but that needed to be straightened
out. There were a lot of things that came
up. The value of the land had not been
assessed yet. The City of Brownsville
at that time did not know what it was
worth and they had already started
looking for another piece of land that
was comparable. … As much as we are
pro UT, you have to kind of make sure
that the city, because that belongs to
the citizens, you have to make sure that
their interests are covered as well and,
so, that was another issue that I had.
There was no proper appraisal that was
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Name: Sergio Zarate
Age: 55
Hometown: Brownsville
Education: Bachelor’s degree in
Kinesiology from the University of Texas
at Brownsville
Occupation: Rex Cleaners, family
business
Family: Wife and two children
Position seeking: District 2 City
Commissioner
Why are you running for District 2
commissioner? “It’s where I live, its
where I have my family. I have a little girl
who has special needs, so when she was
born I became political, if you want to call
it that, because you have to advocate for
a child who has special needs, you know,
the accessibility. So, I started by asking
the city to make the parks more accessible
for a child who is in a wheelchair and
from there, I went to Austin because you
realize that in Austin is where they make
all the decisions--where you live, how
you’re educated so I started advocating
there, ended up in Washington as well.
So, we introduced a lot of bills, they
passed and now I want to make that next
step to serve my community in this way
and there’s a lot of needs for District
2. It seems to be the district that’s the
forgotten district of the city. The north
[side of the city] is very beautiful, it’s like
where everyone is going. The west [side
of the city] is well taken care of and so is
the south [side of the city]. The east [side
of the city] has kind of been left behind
and I want to make sure that we catch up.
Our biggest thing that is happening right
now is SpaceX is coming to our backyard.
So, now you have to look to the east and
it’s time. If SpaceX is going to be in our
backyard, then it’s time that we fix our
front yard.”
What experience do you have
related to the position you are
seeking? “I also worked for state Rep.
Eddie Lucio III and I got that job because
I would keep telling him, ‘Advocacy,
kids with special needs …’ And, he kind
of one day said, ‘If you have the time, I
can’t pay you much, but come work with
me and I’ll do my part, but you’d be the
lead person on that.’ And, so, I accepted
that role, so I’ve been working with him
since 2007. I’m the community liaison
for District 38. … I have an organization
called Down by the Border, which we
formed, my wife and I. It’s a nonprofit
organization, 5013c. It’s been around
since 2004 and all we do is advocate for
the child and the adult who has special
needs. I have also been on the Planning
and Zoning Committee for the City of
Brownsville. I was on the Parks and
Recreation Board. I found that that was
a really good place for me to be and I was
there for eight years. For [the Brownsville
Independent School District], I’m on the
strategic planning committee. … So, it
gives me a round understanding of No.
1, how politics and how government
works or how it can work and how it’s
supposed to work. And, so, I want to be
that representative that I have learned
from, the person that I work with, the
people that I see that I admire, how
they go about doing it the right way and
I want to be that type of person. … This
is not my position; it belongs to the city
and the citizens. They decide, because
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they put me there, to make the decisions
that will affect them. … So I have to go
out … and find out what are your needs.
My needs, where I live, is going to be
different than the very eastern part of the
city. So, maybe I have a nice little park
right next to my house, which I don’t, but
if you don’t have that over there, then
that’s something you have to address. So
it belongs to the citizens, it’s their voice
and I am simply a conduit for that.”
What are the challenges facing
District 2 and how will you address
them? “The East Rail Project is very
important to us because it basically is
going to be taking those 18-wheelers that
are going to come from Mexico right here
at this bridge and it’s going to go behind
the airport, which is in my district, and
then it’s going to go to the port. And, so,
when these 18-wheelers come over they
are going to come and hit the outside of
the city, leave their merchandise and get
back and get out. … Right now, you have
to go right through my district and so
18th Street or 14th street, whatever you
want to call it, the one that goes to the
airport … is lined up with 18-wheelers
all the time and it goes right though our
neighborhoods. It goes right through our
schools. The materials they carry, they
can be dangerous, so putting that project
and supporting that, which belongs to the
county, is key to get these 18-wheelers
out of here. SpaceX coming now, it’s
going to focus a lot of attention on our
district and, so, it’s time to fix those
streets leading out there. When we have
visitors that are going to come, [FM] 511
better be fixed and it better be widened.
… We’re going to be showcased and it’s a
great opportunity that is coming for us to
finally lift up the area of District 2, which
is the east side of town. The city has 32
parks; the east only has three parks. …
We gotta do a better job on that. Our
parents, our citizens there, they exercise,
they have kids. They want to get on the
bikes, too, and they want to go to parks,
you know, as well as everybody else. The
north has the Sports Park, has the bike
trails. The west has Oliveira [Park] and
it has the Monte Bella bike trail and the
south has Gonzalez and Morningside
parks. I don’t have but one park that is
kind of like our major park. It’s called
Cabler Park and it’s really just a walking
type of a park. It’s nice, there is nothing
wrong with it, but we want equity. … This
is a great opportunity, now that these
things are coming, for us to make it right
and I want to be that commissioner that’s
says that new money that’s coming, we
need to keep it in District 2. Let’s fix it
up.”
What are the challenges facing the
city and how will you address them?
“We have a lot of streets that are potted
all over the place and we keep patching
them up instead of fixing them, so that’s
an ongoing thing. That will never stop. I
have talked to many city commissioners
in the past and they go, ‘That’s all I ever
got the calls for: the trash, the streets
and when it floods.’ So, that’s an ongoing
thing. … We have one ambulance for
the whole district, and it’s a very busy
ambulance, so if something happens to
you on the eastern side, like by Rivera
High School, and that ambulance is busy,
you’re going to have to get one from
either the Southmost or you’re going to
have to get one from out there by Alton
Gloor. Time is critical when you need an
ambulance. … We have fire station at the
Port [of Brownsville] and that was given
to us by the port. … They even helped us
buy a fire truck. Why don’t we have an
ambulance sitting there, manned. Sure,
it will take care of the port, which is why
they stepped up to the plate, but No. 2,
they will also take care of Rivera [High
School], El Naranjal [subdivision], Rio
del Sol [subdivision]. It will help my
district, so at least we will have two and
that would be a fair thing to do. … It’s a
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done and then aside from that, to find a
comparable piece of land. I did not like
the piece of land that was chosen because
it was directly close to a sewer plant and
there are health risks that come with
putting your children near the gases and
odors that come out of those plants. … I
just felt it was not in the best interest of
the children it belonged to and one of the
things that we never quite got an answer
on was why the university didn’t want
the piece of property that we were being
moved to when it was connected to other
amenities that the university owned, so
that was kind of a sticky, sticky subject,
but I felt very strongly that the children
deserved a say in that as well.”
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

told the audience. “We communicate,
it’s a human device. … Part of the goals
we have is we want to put the message
back to the center of the conversation. I
want you to be connected to the person,
not worry about the technology that is
getting in the message. I want you to be
able to quickly act to get right back out of
the phone and continue living your life.”
Solutions for these goals were the
creation of rich notifications, awareness
of important people, filters, efficient use
of attention, awareness of task and fluid
interactions.
During a breakfast meeting with
community and business leaders earlier
in the day, university officials explained
how local businesses can benefit from the
STARGATE incubator.
“We are looking for companies in the
technology sector, people that want to
develop and operate, basically, a wide
range of stuff,” Frederick Jenet, creator
and director of STARGATE, told The
Collegian. “… Hopefully, in the next
few months, we are going to have a preapplication that is available for people,
for the different styles of incubation that
we’re going to have, so we can get an idea
of what the community’s ideas are and
which ones we think will be able to move
forward.”
Louis Dartez, a first-year doctoral
candidate in physics and STARGATE
scholar, attended Wren’s presentation.
“I thought it was incredible,” Dartez
said. “So Chris Wren has come down to
recruit in the area, and share a lot of his
knowledge with all the UTB students, as
well as the [Arecibo Remote Command
Center] program. It has absolutely been
beneficial to many of us.”
Asked what advice he would give
students who want to enter the
STARGATE program, Dartez replied: “I

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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major factor that we need to address.”
Where do you stand on the sale
of Lincoln Park to the University
of Texas System? “I don’t agree
with it because I was on the Parks and
Recreation Board. Actually, our board
was the first one to address it. We had
meetings once a month … So we took a
vote and we all unanimously voted that,
from your Parks and Recreation Board
that you put out, we do not agree with
that. … We invested a lot of money into
that park and I led the charge on making
it accessible. They had a playground that
was an old one, so the new one that came
in was very accessible. So, we made the
areas accessible. Everywhere you park,
even more beyond what the federal
standards were, so we invested a lot of
money to just give it away. I fight for
parks and I fight for more parks, not less
and the option that they are giving us for
this particular one, I didn’t see it.”
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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Fine arts:
They’re not ‘useless’
Clarissa Martinez
The Collegian

When
Martin
Baylor, chairman of
the UTRGV Tuition
and Fees Task Force,
asked the audience
if they had any
questions during a
forum last semester,
I did not expect a
student to say he
considered a new fine
arts building “useless.” I beat myself
every time I replay the memory because
I didn’t speak up and confront that
student.
Since the Visual Arts Department has
finally been removed from the College of
Liberal Arts and will have a voice under
the College of Fine Arts, don’t we need a
new building? If a new fine arts building
is useless, then is this person saying all
fine arts majors are useless?
I would’ve told this person that the
music they enjoy, the artists they love
and the video games they might like to
play were all shaped by fine arts majors.
Everyone’s favorite movie has a concept
artist, storyboard artist, choreographer,
principal photographer, designers, set
artists, composers, actors, directors and
producers that bring the movie to life.
How is all of that useless?
The
fine
arts
improve
time
management, critical-thinking skills,
and help with self-discipline. Art not only
entertains, but it also has the power to
change, provoke and manipulate just as
much as a court case, a surgery, or a lab
discovery can.
While I can’t speak for the rest of the
fine arts majors out there as thoroughly
as my own, I know none of them are
easy. I know that the music majors are
always busy, always practicing, always
striving for the best. I know the dance
majors give their all, and I applaud them
for expressing themselves in an art form
that rivals the stamina of sports. I know
it takes talent and countless hours of
rehearsal for actors to captivate us as
they transform into completely different
human beings before our eyes.
Being an art major isn’t a walk in the
park, either.
To say, “Oh, I should have been an
art major,” because you don’t want to
stay up late studying or reading your
textbook belittles the labor the actual art
majors do. While it may be a spur-of-themoment remark, it still hurts.
The advanced students alone spend
at least 90 percent of their time in the
studio, working day and night to finish
paintings that almost reach the ceiling or
to fire clay after perfecting the chemistry
that goes into glazing. They take short
naps there, and they don’t stray far to
eat because they know they need to get
their work done and done right. Like
every other major at UTB, these students
dedicate their time and hard work for a
degree they sincerely want to pursue.
Supplies for a painter, sculptor, graphic
artist, printmaker or photographer can
cost as much as or higher than those for a
nursing or engineering major.
All fine arts majors know the difficulties
they’ll face as soon as they graduate. We
know it won’t be easy, especially since
we live in a country where every college
graduate is struggling to find a job.
We had the courage to choose this
degree, and we are all working hard to
earn it.
Personally, I worry about it all the
time. I always wonder if I should change
my major into something society would
be happier to accept, or if I should have
gone out of state when I had the chance.
But the little things always make me
forget those thoughts.

See COLUMN, Page 11
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15 Seconds: Are you planning on changing
your major at UTRGV?
“Well, right now,
I’m a nursing
major and if
things don’t go
as planned, I
probably will,
because with the
whole merging,
things got a little
bit complicated.
So, that’s my
plan.”

“No, not right now because,
currently, I’m an exercise science
major in my first year of my
graduate degree and I’m planning
on just keeping through with it,
graduating and by next summer,
hopefully, and maybe being one
of the first classes of UTRGV to
graduate, and then applying to
professional programs after that.”
Danny Dominguez
Exercise science graduate
student

Marleni Martinez
Nursing junior
“No, la verdad, en
mis planes está
continuar con el
mismo programa de
licenciatura que es en
lengua y literatura
española, se traduce
a Spanish, ya que
me voy a titular
en diciembre, Dios
mediante”.

Eréndira Santillana
Estudiante de último año de
lengua y literatura española

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

Railroad and more musings
“Tap! Tap!” soft on the white green
Border Patrol van passenger window.
The officer, surprised, looks up from
texting, and I ask him if I may go out
the dusty Levee Road to look at the new
railroad bridge to Mexico, and, be fair,
from Mexico, first in 106 years.
He says that’d be fine and off I go, and
in five minutes there it is: straight and
narrow dark steel and white wire fencing
above a narrow point in the Rio Grande/
Rio Bravo.
Green banks, green brush, green trees,
green sorghum and cotton plants in fresh
planted bottom fields.
I can’t get Emiliano Zapata out of my
mind, and he’s there more than Mexican
narco leaders, corrupt politicians,
various military units.
I drop all the evil on Mexico-prejudiced, unwarranted. Give the

“Depending on
what new majors
are available. I
might change from
engineering to
architecture. Still kind
of the same field, but
I would rather be an
architect.”
Daniel Montes
Engineering sophomore
--Compiled and photos by Michelle Espinoza

United States a good dose, too.
A hot southeast wind comes on strong,
and the yellow sun at noon burns.
Who can fault Border Patrol agents for
staying in their AC-always-on vehicles?
I leave the Levee Road, pass a sorghum,
cotton, cabbage farm repair shed--so
cool and dark inside where combines and
tractors get attention.
Down the Migrant Highway, 281, Deep
South Texas to Canada, also Military
Road, back to the 1830s (Texas-Mexican
War), 1840s (United States-Mexican
War), Mexican Revolution/World War
I United States-Mexican tensions, Texas
Rangers-Mexican tensions, and the
now, migrants, drugs, helicopters, those
white-green vans--drones soon.
To the United States Immigration
Customs X-ray building, where--I
would learn in several minutes--a closed
meeting to settle the railroad building
contracts is in progress.
I want water from what seems to be an
outdoor water fountain.

And then a big man, Texas belt buckle,
comes from the building and tells me
that the supposed water fountain is an
eye-wash station for chemical spills from
the soon-to-go-and-come railroad tanker
cars.
I ask him how he knew I was outside.
“Easy. The camera picked you up the
second you came through the gate!” he
says.
Big cars, some with U.S. Department Of
Homeland Security government plates,
fill the parking lot below the X-ray
building.
I leave, and return to Zapata and add
imagined train whistles.
Yes, there are rumors of the United
States and Mexican presidents coming to
the bridge opening, but Zapata and train
whistles trump them.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville resident
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Meraki Senior Art Show I

“Meraki,” the Senior Show I, opens with
a reception at 6 tonight in the Art Gallery
at Rusteberg Hall. The show will feature
the work of Angela Ruiz, Jenny Wiley and
Gabriela Gallardo. Admission is $1. For
more information, email gallery Director
Alejandro Macias at alejandro.
macias1@utb.edu.

Single-stream recycling

The City of Brownsville, through its
residential solid waste contract with
Republic Services, is providing a
collection truck for single-stream
recycling at two neighborhood dropoff locations twice weekly. Residents
may drop off their recyclables between
7 and 10 a.m. at the following locations:
on Mondays at the Southmost Police
Substation, 2900 Southmost Rd. (H-E-B
parking lot) and Wednesdays at the
Brownsville Fire Station, 62 Alton Gloor
(Hwy.77), near Valley Regional Medical
Center. Acceptable recyclables include
clean newspapers; plastics Nos. 1 and
2, the most common types of plastic
containers; and empty aluminum and
tin/steel cans. No Styrofoam, food
wrap, liquids, glass, food waste or tissue
products will be accepted. The city
operates a permanent recycling center
at 308 E. Elizabeth St. Residents may
drop off recyclables between 8 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and
between 8 a.m. and noon Saturday.

Title IX seminars

Informational seminars about sexual
discrimination, harassment and
misconduct will be conducted from
12:15 to 1 p.m. Tuesday in the Main
Building’s Patio Paraiso. For more
information, call the Office of Student
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the Center for Gravitational Wave
Astronomy, at jkey@phys.utb.edu.

The Catholic Campus Ministry
celebrates a 30-minute Mass at 11
a.m. every Wednesday in the Newman
Center, 1910 University Blvd. For more
information, or to become a member of
the organization, call Karla Rodriguez
at 541-9697 or send her an email at
krodriguez@cdob.org.

The UT Brownsville Visual Arts
Department and the Historic
Brownsville Museum will sponsor
“Pigmented III,” an all-star juried
student art exhibition scheduled May
22-July 10. UTB and UT Pan American
art majors are invited to take part
in celebration of the new University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley’s School
of Art. Students should submit their
artwork via a CD or DVD with detailed
specifications, including artist name,
size, materials, indoor/outdoor and
special accommodations such as a
pedestal or weight. The CDs/DVDs
must be submitted by May 8. For more
information, call Visual Arts Chair
Carlos G. Gómez at 882-8805.

Mass celebration

Life improvement

Student Health Services provides
free confidential peer support, cooking
demonstrations, tips and best practices
for exercising, healthy living and
nutritional eating. The sessions are open
to UT Brownsville students, faculty and
staff and are scheduled from noon to 1
p.m. on Wednesday and May 13 and 27
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. For
more information, call Student Health
Services at 882-3896.

Chick-fil-A sales

The Gorgas Science Society sells $5
Chick-fil-A combos (sandwich, chips
and a drink) at noon every Wednesday
and Friday this month on the Student
Union lawn. Credit and debit cards
are accepted. There will be no sale on
April 22. For more information, email
gorgassciencesociety@gmail.com.

Nerd Nite

Nerd Nite Brownsville will be hosted
at 7 p.m. April 29 in the Half Moon
Saloon, 1101 E. Adams St. in downtown
Brownsville. Trivia games will start at 7
and nerd talks at 8 p.m., followed by live
music. Admission is free. There will be
drink specials for guests 21 and older.
For more information, email Joey Key,
director of education and outreach for

POLICE REPORTS

Photographers
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Karina Aguirre

Rights and Responsibilities at 8825034.

The following are among the incidents
reported to University Police between
April 1 and 10.

April 1

8:50 a.m.: University Police officers
were dispatched to the Science and
Engineering Technology Building after
a fire alarm sounded. Officers evacuated
the building and the Brownsville
Fire Department was called. After an
inspection, it was determined to be a false
alarm and the building was safe for reentry. The fire alarm was activated again
at 9:20 a.m. and Environmental Health
and Safety said it was not necessary for
the Brownsville Fire Department to
return. While clearing the building, a
staff member told officers of possible
smoke next to the second-floor men’s
restroom. Officers checked the restroom
and found burnt paper under the paper
dispenser. The paper appeared to be set
on fire intentionally and it extinguished
on its own.
2:02 p.m.: A student reported that a
vehicle struck her vehicle while it was
parked in Lot B2. There was a dent on the
rear left panel of the student’s car.

April 2

3:26 p.m.: A man emitting an odor
of alcohol wanted to enter the Cueto
Building. The man was not intoxicated to
the point of being a danger to himself or
others. University Police officers issued
the man a criminal trespass warning and
informed him of the consequences if he
returned.
7:18 p.m.: A University Police officer
approached a vehicle in Lot A1 and
saw a man allegedly engaged in sexual
contact with a female under the legal age.
Neither individual was affiliated with
the university. The female was released
to the custody of her mother. The man

was arrested on a charge of indecency
with a child, a second-degree felony, and
was transported to the county jail. Child
Protective Services was informed of the
incident.

April 4

12:17 a.m.: A University Police officer
stopped a driver on the corner of East 14th
and Washington streets for exceeding the
speed limit. The officer determined the
driver was intoxicated and arrested him
on a charge of driving while intoxicated.
The driver also received a citation for
speeding and having an open container.
The vehicle was impounded and the man
was transported to the Carrizalez-Rucker
Detention Center.

April 6

10:57 a.m.: A student said an unknown
person damaged her vehicle with a
rock while it was parked in Lot B2. The
student saw a dent, chipped paint and a
rock on the hood of her vehicle.
8:55 p.m.: A University Police officer
was dispatched to Lot A1 in regard to a
motor vehicle accident. A staff member
said the driver of a blue SUV clipped
the side mirror of a university-owned
vehicle.

April 7

11:38 a.m.: University Police officers
were dispatched to Cortez Hall in regard
to a female student who had not been
seen for several days. She was a Casa
Bella resident and was last seen at the
Brownsville bus station. The student
told her friend she was going to visit her
parents. University Police later located
the student and she was confirmed to be
safe.

April 8

12:09 p.m.: Two students said an SUV
struck another vehicle in Lot A1 and
caused damage to the left quarter panel

Juried student art show with UTPA

Meetings

Veteran Females Support Group
The Veteran Females Support Group
will meet from noon to 1:30 p.m. Friday in
Cortez Hall 137. For more information, call
882-3896.
Heartprints
The Pregnancy, Infant and Child Loss
Support Group meets from 2:30 to 3:30
p.m. every other Wednesday in Cortez Hall
220. For more information, call Collegiate
Recovery Program Coordinator Martha
Sanchez at 882-8952.
Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous, a program of
recovery from compulsive eating, meets at
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday in Cortez Hall
220. For more information, call Collegiate
Recovery Program Coordinator Martha
Sanchez at 882-8952.
Busy Moms Support Group
Student Health Services invites students
who are mothers to participate in the Busy
Moms Support Group every Friday from
noon to 1 p.m. through May 1 in Cortez Hall
220. Students, staff and faculty are welcome.
For more information, call 882-3896.
Chillout sessions
Relaxation Group meetings are held
from noon to 1 p.m. every other Monday in
Cortez Hall 220. For more information, call
Collegiate Recovery Program Coordinator
Martha Sanchez at 882-8952.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

of the struck vehicle. A University Police
officer issued a citation to the operator of
the SUV for operating a motor vehicle in
violation of a restriction imposed by the
Texas Department of Public Safety.

April 9

11:12 a.m.: A Casa Bella resident said
her vehicle was burglarized in the Casa
Bella parking lot and several items were
taken without consent.
11:39 a.m.: A University Police officer
was dispatched to the Casa Bella student
housing complex in regard to a possible
burglary of a motor vehicle. The vehicle’s
soft top had been cut with an unknown
object.

April 10

3:10 p.m.: A University Police officer
was dispatched to the Casa Bella parking
lot after a driver struck the main entrance
gate with her vehicle. She declined
emergency medical services. The gate
was repaired by the Facilities Department
and the vehicle had no major damage.
7:53 p.m.: A University Police officer
was dispatched to University Boulevard
in regard to an abandoned vehicle. The
officer found the steering column was
tampered with and the radio was missing.
A few minutes later, an unknown man
arrived and said he was the operator
of the vehicle. The man did not have a
driver’s license, proof of ownership for
the vehicle and was unable to prove he
was authorized to use the vehicle. The
vehicle was impounded.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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The Collegian and UTB Radio received
15 awards.
The Collegian was awarded first place
for Overall Excellence among Division 3
newspapers, which publish at least once
a week.
Former Collegian Editor Cleiri
Quezada received first place in News
Story for her article headlined, “Vaquero
Backlash.” Quezada also received
honorable mention for:
--In-Depth Reporting, for an article
headlined “Locked out? Help depends on

where you’re parked”;
--TV Production for “Special Report:
SpaceX breaks ground for launchpad”;
--for Best Community Engagement
(Online Division 2).
Quezada and former Webcast Editor
Alberto Garcia shared honorable mention
in Multimedia-Best Video Package
(Online Division 2) for “Locked Out?
Help depends on where you’re parked.”
In the Spanish Writing Open Division,
Spanish Editor Michelle N. García
received honorable mention in Spanish
News Story for her article, “Se aprueba
el traspaso de Lincoln Park.” Former
reporter Magaly Rosales garnered second

place in Spanish Feature Story for her
article, “Hermandad entre dos culturas.”
In the Television Open Division,
Social Media Editor Kaila Contreras
won second place in News Non-Feature
for her story, “Future of Lincoln Park”
and former reporter Marlane Rodriguez
placed third in News Non-Feature for
“Campus Potholes.”
Photographer Héctor Aguilar placed
third in Online Division 2: Best Audio
Slideshow for his piece on the May 2014
Commencement.
Former UTB Radio News and
Information Manager Israel Guajardo
earned third place in Overall Excellence

for
Radio
Newscast.
Multimedia
Advertising Sales Manager Maria F.
Rincon and former Webcast Editor
Alberto Garcia received third place for
Radio Commercial, PSA or Promo.
Webcast Editor Oscar Castillo received
an honorable mention in Division
3 Newspaper: Sports Feature Story
for an article on boxer Juan “Johnny
Blaze” Tapia. Former Advertising Sales
Representative Gilbert Yañez earned an
honorable mention in Online Division 2:
Ad Design.

MARTINEZ

google

PEREZ

have enough challenges with your actual
business process--how much you’re going
to be making and what type of business
you’re going to provide.”
Where do you stand on the sale of
Lincoln Park to the University of
Texas System? “I need to get more
information, frankly. I know the way the
public or the information now that exists is
that without that park maybe the university
is not going to come and I think that’s
why there’s a lot of passion around that. I
think that there should be other options.
The park was moved there for a reason
and there’s a lot of use and there should be
other options that we can use. I strongly feel
that the university should be in this area,
so that’s what I mean when we need to get
into the details to be sure if it’s absolutely
needed to be moved. The feedback from
the community is that they really don’t like
[the plan], not just because the wastewater
treatment plant is next to [the proposed
site] but also because of the East Loop
that’s going to be built pretty soon here. I’m
for the university to be in this area, I think
we should do everything we can. … I’d just
rather get more details to really understand
why they’re pegging it with the park.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

would say, ‘Jump in and learn.’ This is an
innovation center, so it’s really a sandbox
for makers and students. The idea is,
if you’re exposed to [the Center for
Advanced Radio Astronomy], or really
the department you’re working in, jump
and do whatever projects that are going
on and learn as much as you can and take
it in your own direction.”
United Brownsville and STARGATE
hope to host two talks annually.
STARGATE Talks is “a series of
community gatherings to connect
our region with innovative ideas and
local opportunities in technology and
technology commercialization created by
STARGATE,” according to the site http://
unitedbrownsville.com/stargatetalks/.
The STARGATE research center is a
public-private partnership between UT
Brownsville’s Center for Advanced Radio
Astronomy and SpaceX.
It integrates students from high school
through graduate school who work side
by side with engineers.

What are the challenges facing the
city and how will you address them?
“The city has raised taxes in the last four
years. It used to be 65 cents, it’s now 70
cents and that kind of puts a damper
on people, businesses wanting to come
to Brownsville when they see McAllen
having a much lower tax rate and they
see a city that has high tax rates and,
therefore, they’d rather go to McAllen. I
think another challenge is people don’t
want to come to Brownsville because
they don’t want to deal with the plastic
bag ban. I’ve taught in the Upper Valley
at Wayland Baptist, and my students
would talk to me about Brownsville
and they would say, ‘We don’t want to
go to Brownsville because I don’t want
to have to get my own bag--I think it’s
just dumb.’ That’s what my students
are telling me; I mean, they are young
people, they’re Millennials and they just
don’t like it. I think another issue that’s
facing the city is rapid expansion and
not enough infrastructure to meet that
expansion and what I mean by that is
when you’re fingering all the way to the
edges of Brownsville and forgetting to
put the proper piping, proper streets
and maintaining those streets up until
the edge of Brownsville, it’s kind of a
problem. I think we have a spending
problem. We spent $132 million last
year in our budget, but we only have a
revenue of $131 million, so we had to go
to the rainy day fund, or our reserves, in
order to balance the budget and that’s
not very good policy. We sort of did the
same thing in 2014 and I think that’s a
problem facing the city, so you have to
have someone who is willing to balance
without having to go into our emergency
fund.”
Where do you stand on the sale of
Lincoln Park to the University of
Texas System? “I am the only candidate
who has never wavered, waffled or flipflopped on Lincoln Park. I don’t believe
that the people that live in [the area of]
Holy Family [Church] or what some
people call ‘La 421’ should be hurt by
not having their own park. I believe that
the University of Texas System does
not necessarily need that park. They’re
claiming they need 20,000 students.
In fact, our District 1 commissioner did
the voiceover for the commercial that
promoted why the university needed the
park at the public hearing in October at
Gonzalez Park, and I heard them saying
they’re going to have 20,000 students.
Well, when I was a student here in the
early 2000s, they were saying, ‘We are
going to have 20,000 students by 2010,’
and UT Brownsville didn’t have 20,000
students. They still don’t have 20,000
students. The Student Union that we are
in right now was built assuming we were
going to have all these students here and,
unfortunately, now we have the splitup and it wasn’t necessarily built right
because its outdoors and we’re obviously
fixing it right now and it’s probably not
even 12 years old. The university doesn’t
always plan things as well as they should,
so I don’t think that the park needs to be
sold. I just don’t think the park needs to
be moved across the street from a sewage

plant. I think my daughter plays in it …
my little softball girls. I don’t think they
should be playing across the street from
a sewage plant regardless of whether the
smell is fixed or not fixed. It’s not very
family-friendly to be there.”
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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One of my favorite musicians liked
one of my paintings I shared on Twitter,
a scene I created while I listened to his
albums on repeat. I participated in Mujereres, an art exhibit many talented women
of UTB contributed to. I attended the
Texas Intercollegiate Press Association
last weekend for the first time, and won
second place in the editorial cartoon onsite contest. Every time I get praised or
critiqued in class by my professors or
fellow art majors, it just makes me want
to worker harder.
Fine arts majors contribute a lot to
society. Our creations or performances
keep people going when they’ve had a
bad day, or improve their good day. We
are definitely not useless.

DE LEON
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always asks, ‘Are you for or against it?’ and
before you can answer that, I think we have
to do some deductive reasoning. So you
have to start off with, ‘Well, why [does UT
System] need the park?’ Nobody seems to
be able to answer why. Everybody gives
you different answers. So, until someone
actually gives me real answers, I can’t really
make an educated decision, as some of the
commissioners that were there when this
was going through. I will tell you what is
my concern: One is they tell me they need
more parking space. Well, if the park, if
they’re saying it’s valued at $6.5 million,
with [$6.5] million we can do a multilevel
parking lot. We don’t need to have a park.
Then they’re like, ‘We need to have more
classrooms.’ ... I tell them, ‘Well, why don’t
we fill up the classrooms we have right
now?’ … Then they said, ‘Well, this new
park will have really nice amenities, and I
said, ‘Well, there’s going to be soccer fields,
there’s going to be this, there’s going to be
that, it’s going to be much larger, it’s going
to be newer.’ That’s what they told they told
us when they moved Lincoln Park to the
place where it’s at right now. They already
moved it once and let me tell you another

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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Brownsville’s] parking lots [and] it’s
not full like it used to be. Where are the
students? UTB has a lot of land, but
you build extravagant buildings that
accommodates zero. Your library was built
absolutely wrong. UT Brownsville is still
sharing that library with [Texas Southmost
College] and that’s true because I asked.
TSC and UTB is still sharing that building
but it’s not accommodating the needs of the
students because it was built substandard.
TSC didn’t have to build all those massive
buildings to be standing empty. Same thing
here: We have no land to expand. Well,
where do you want to expand? That’s the
whole issue here. Do you have the numbers
to actually say, ‘I do need the buildings?’
Now you’re going to have to tap into the UT
System money system. TSC is going to have
to tap into the taxpayers’ pockets. That’s
the big difference.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
thing, the place where they want to move it,
the East Loop, is going to go through there.
So, in a couple of years, you’re going to have
another person, another concerned citizen
just like myself. … So, if you ask where I
stand on the sale of Lincoln Park, I don’t
understand why they want to sell it. So until
somebody gives me an answer, my answer
right now is we’re keeping Lincoln Park.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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be taking other installations, that would
be here, are going to be taken over there.
In my opinion, the regents will get a bad
taste in their mouths for doing business
with the City of Brownsville because they
came to a public hearing. There was a
set of representatives there for the UT
board of regents and those people were
basically spoken ill to, which I thought
it was in very bad taste. So in order to
stay in office, I have to comply with what
people want but at the same time we
need to look further. I, as one of the city
commissioners for Brownsville, need to
look at the future. … I need to look at 10,
20 years down the line of what’s going to
happen. The decisions that I make right
now, are going to affect commissioners
to come, are going to affect people within
the next 10 to 20 years.”
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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in the McAllen area and they said they’ve
never come to Brownsville. They lived in
[McAllen] their whole life and they just
pass Brownsville by to go to [South Padre
Island]. We need to make Brownsville an
area [where] people can congregate. I had
one plan, it would be a private venture but
there’s no amphitheater in South Texas. If
we build a proper amphitheater, that could
seat 7,500 people, and we can switch all the
music venues to that venue, a nice outdoor
venue, which everybody could enjoy. It
would bring big bands, it would bring
musicians and other people from around
Cameron and Hidalgo County, possibly
even Willacy County, to drive down to
Brownsville and watch a concert.”
Where do you stand on the sale of
Lincoln Park to the University of
Texas System? “Well, that’s a very touchy
subject. … I would like to see … the park
incorporated with the buildings around
[it]. No one ever said that we can’t put
buildings around the park because we have
beautiful green areas here where anybody
can come on campus pretty much and walk
around and exercise and see birds. … It’s all
about the plan, what the true plans of the
university are. At first, I was for the sale of
Lincoln Park but after I saw people come
out and support Lincoln Park itself, being
a representative democracy, I would have
to go for what the people want and at [the
Oct. 30 public hearing in Gonzalez Park],
the people did not want the sale.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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